WS (B ERESEE) #3758 (1991), 63—T4N—

"HAE— BIRFHE) e & KILEED

Tectonic History and Volcanism of
the “Kuju-Beppu Graben”

APES"
Michio Kido

Abstract: Landsat images of northern and central Kyushu, we can see a large
scale tectonic depression named “Kuju-Beppu Graben”. Kurume -Hiji line strik-
ing E-W is the fault at the northern end, and Oita-Kumamoto line is at the south-
cast end of the Graben. They are considered to have been mostly active, and are
essentially right-lateral strike-slip faults. The horizontal compressive tectonic
stress due to the subduction of the Philippine Sea Plate under Southwest Japan
along the Nankai Trough has been formed. An acute-angled triangle area sand-
wiched between two tectonic lines, has been pulled apart north and south, and
subsided four times over the last 1 Ma. At each depression, there were pyroclas-
tic-flow-type eruptions, accumulation of lacustrine sediments and lava flows. The
pyroclastic-flow-type eruptions and subsidences took place almost contempor-
aneously. Then lacustrine sediments were accumulated, and lava flows and weak
subsidences were emplaced following them.
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