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Comments on researches of Paleo-Ryoke belts

INEF R
Akira Ono*

Abstract : The Paleo-Ryoke belt is a missing geological unit (tectonic land) proposed
by Ichikawa (1970) in order to explain Mesozoic paleo-geographic features of Southwest
Japan. The Paleo-Ryoke belt was located between the Ryoke and Sanbagawa belts,
which was mainly composed of basement rocks underlying the Honshu geosynclinal
sediments. On the other hand, Kimura (1980) suggested that the geology of the
Paleo-Ryoke belt was similar to that of the Abukuma and South Kitakami belts. This
suggestion is consistent with the recent Paleo-Ryoke belt described by Takagi and
Shibata (1996). Nevertheless, the Paleo-Ryoke belt is a complex terrane consisting of
various kinds of rocks with various ages. It is required to divide the Paleo-Ryoke belt
into fundamental geologic units. In this paper, the Higo-Abukuma belt and Kinshozan-
South Kitakami belt are proposed instead of the Paleo-Ryoke belt.

Key words : Southwest Japan, missing tectonic land, Paleo-Ryoke belt, Higo-Abukuma

belt, Kinshozan-South Kitakami belt
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